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CC’s RENOVATED BUILDING IS LARGEST ACADEMIC

LIBRARY TO ACHIEVE NET-ZERO CONSTRUCTION

Achievement Comes Even as Library Adds 25,000 Square Feet

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. – Aug. 29, 2017 – Members of Colorado College’s Class of 2021 will be the first class to learn, conduct research and study in a library built specifically for the college’s pioneering Block Plan. The $45 million renovation of Tutt Library, which was constructed in 1962, makes it the largest academic library to achieve net-zero construction.


The renovation of the library doubles the number of seats to nearly 1,100 and adds approximately 25,000 additional square feet to the building. A geothermal energy field on Armstrong Quad, a 115-kilowatt rooftop solar array, a 400-kilowatt offsite solar array, and a 130-kilowatt combined heat and power system were all part of the project.

The library has been technologically transformed, with a data visualization lab, space for new and emerging technology, Geospatial Information Systems laboratory and an experimental classroom equipped with teaching technology. Advanced audiovisual and technology-centric systems including wireless accessibility meet current and anticipated future demands. Faculty and students will be able to access collections and information, and communicate with each other, even while off campus during the college’s signature field study and study abroad experiences.

“Fifty-five years ago students, faculty and staff stood on this lawn to dedicate CC’s new Charles L. Tutt Library,” said Colorado College President Jill Tiefenthaler in a campus-wide celebration following Opening Convocation on Monday, Aug. 28. 

“It was noted in the architectural press at the time for its function and beauty. The architects for this renovation, Pfeiffer Partners, have worked on numerous college and university libraries, and shared a similar view that we started with a building that had good bones. Thanks to the great work by many, we have a new library that is, again, both functional and beautiful,” she said. 
“In 2013, when the Board of Trustees approved the Building on the Block Strategic Plan, [renovating our library] was among our top priorities,” said chair of the college’s Board of Trustees Susie Burghart. “And in the four years since, the progress — and now the completion of this project — has been absolutely amazing.”
The re-opening of the library coincides with the appointment of JoAnn Jacoby, the library’s new director, who joined the college in early August. Prior to her appointment at CC, Jacoby served as associate dean for user services in the University of Illinois Library, the largest publicly funded academic library in the U.S.

“JoAnn Jacoby brings a wealth of experience and understanding of academic libraries to Colorado College,” said President Tiefenthaler. “We’re thrilled that she joins the college in this leadership role.”

While looking toward future possibilities, the library re-opening also honored the contributions of the library’s namesake, Charles Leaming Tutt Jr., a former president of The Broadmoor and El Pomar Foundation, and a former trustee of Colorado College.

Tutt’s grandson, R. Thayer Tutt Jr., a current CC trustee and president and chief investment officer for El Pomar Foundation, was joined by CC senior and president of the Student Government Association Dorsa Djalilzadeh in the unveiling of the statue of Charles L. Tutt Jr. at the library’s new main entrance, located on the south side of the building. The statue, sculpted by Cloyd Barnes in 1992, originally was located in what was formerly the front of the library, facing Cascade Avenue. The statue is beloved by students, who demonstrate their affection through a variety of decorations that adorn it.

“It’s both fitting and inspiring that Charles L. Tutt Jr.’s legacy lives on at our library,” said President Tiefenthaler. “He did a tremendous amount of good for Colorado College and the Colorado Springs community during his lifetime. Thayer Tutt and his family made a personal gift to the library renovation as did El Pomar Foundation. We’re grateful for their continued support, and the support of many donors who made this project possible.”

Renowned Irish author Colum McCann helped set the tone for the renovated library and beginning of the 2017-18 academic year with his keynote address, titled “The Radical Adventure of Getting Lost,” at CC’s Opening Convocation earlier in the day. 

In his address, McCann implored students to live a life where one values “how to get properly lost” as he reminded the students that “books, and this incredible new library you have been gifted … [are] possibly the most radical adventure in getting lost that we can experience in our whole lives.”

A formal re-dedication of the library will occur at 2:30 p.m., Saturday, Oct. 14 during Colorado College’s Homecoming Weekend.

About Colorado College
Colorado College is a nationally prominent, four-year liberal arts college that was founded in Colorado Springs in 1874. The college operates on the innovative Block Plan, in which its approximately 2,000 undergraduate students study one course at a time in intensive 3½-week segments. The college also offers a master of arts in teaching degree. For more information, visit www.coloradocollege.edu
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